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who are we?
LIUNA—the Laborers’ International Union of North America—is the most 
progressive, aggressive and fastest-growing union of construction workers, and 
one of the most significant unions representing public service employees.

Working men and women who carry a LIUNA membership card live in every 
community across the U.S. and Canada and come from every part of the world. 
We work on highways and bridges, waterways and dams, in universities and in 
government. We build and weatherize houses, and make cities, counties, states 
and the federal government work. From pouring concrete to handling mail, from 
helping the sick heal to helping the young learn, we literally and figuratively build 
America and Canada.

We are 500,000 proud people united through collective bargaining agreements 
which help us earn superior pay, better benefits and more opportunity. 

with LIUNA, we live better.





what do we stand for?
LIUNA stands for fairness for working people, regardless of color, gender, 
race or ethnicity, no matter our country of origin.

We stand for helping employers succeed based on providing the highest quality 
of work in the world and by being responsible members of our communities.

LIUNA stands for individual advancement and opening the doors to new 
opportunity by offering members and employers the best free adult education system 
there is, with training in the skills needed to build our communities and our countries. 

We stand for a strong union movement that can restore the strength of the middle 
class, and we are doing our share with one of the union movement’s most 
ambitious organizing commitments to help tens of thousands of working people 
join together.

we stand for power for working people.





what do we fight for?
In government, through the power of our members and allies, on jobsites, through 
our unity and the strength of our collective bargaining agreements, and in communities, 
through our activism, friends and families 

Everyone who works deserves
 a fair wage
 health and safety protections 
 the right to safe working conditions
 respect, and the freedom to join together in a union
 access to health care and a dignified retirement

We owe it to working people
 to fight for collective bargaining rights
 to defend family-supporting laws such as the U.S. Davis-Bacon Prevailing Wage Act
 to build a modern infrastructure that keeps our countries competitive and creates good jobs
 to strive for a sound pension system and national health care policy
 to stand up for laws that acknowledge the contributions of immigrants
 to make international trade fair

we fight to reward work.
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what membership means
Being a member of LIUNA today honors a heritage that began in 1903 when courageous 
workers overcame hostility, threats and violence to join together. 

We honor that heritage through our struggles today—being heard in government, raising 
standards for workers and employers on the job, and reaching out to a new generation of 
workers yearning for a better life. The rewards come in better pay, benefits and working 
conditions, and in pride for adding the strength of each of our voices to something stronger.

Whether it’s by going to work for an employer who already works with LIUNA, or by joining with 
co-workers to organize and bring LIUNA into your workplace, you can join us.
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TESTIMONY OF TERENCE M. O’SULLIVAN 
GENERAL PRESIDENT 

LABORERS’ INTERNATIONAL UNION OF NORTH AMERICA 
TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE,  

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
FEBRUARY 13, 2013 

Thank you Chairman Shuster, ranking member Rahall and distinguished members of the 
Committee. 

On behalf of the Laborers’ International Union of North America, the men and women who 
dedicate their lives to building America, I want to express our gratitude for the opportunity to 
speak to you today. 

Mr. Chairman, it is an honor to be at the first hearing under your leadership. We respect your 
willingness to take on what will be a tremendous challenge. 

We are confident that your commitment to our nation and your family’s legacy of safeguarding 
our fundamental infrastructure will serve you well. 

I’m also honored to be here with two good friends, Tom Donohue of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, and Governor Ed Rendell of Building America’s Future. Both are fine leaders of 
organizations with whom we share the goal of building a modern and lasting American 
Infrastructure. 

LIUNA members build the critical infrastructure of our country. But we don’t only build, like all 
working people we rely on the basic infrastructure of America every day. 

The foundation of our great nation was created with a strong federal role and it must be 
maintained and strengthened with a strong vibrant federal role. 

The federal government’s involvement is not only required because of our common fate or to 
ensure the quality of daily life and even save lives, it’s required because the simple fact is you 
can’t talk about solving a $2.2 trillion problem without a federal role. 

We believe in an all of the above solution, public private partnerships, new sources of revenue 
and increased efficiencies, but at the end of the day the federal government must lead. 

I congratulate and commend this committee for making that the topic of its first hearing. 



The challenge we are facing is certainly beyond the capacity of any city, any county or even any 
state. We won’t fix the 26 percent of our bridges that are deficient or obsolete without federal 
leadership. Without a strong federal role, we can’t address the fact that each day, 7 billion 
gallons of clean drinking water is lost to leaking pipes, or that each year 850 billion gallons of 
sewage over flows. 

Nearly 50 percent of the locks on our inland waterways are functionally obsolete and by 2020 
that will increase to 80 percent unless there is a strong federal role. 

Without strong federal action we will stay on the path we’re on investing two percent of our 
GDP in infrastructure while China invests 10 percent free falling toward a third world 
infrastructure.  

We need a new American Marshall Plan to tackle the crisis, a new way to think about and invest 
in the basics of America. 

We need the same inspiration, dedication and visionary leadership that made us the first country 
to land on the moon. Allowed us to win the Cold War, and created a beacon of promise around 
the globe. 

If we accept this challenge we can build our economy at the same time. 

The construction industry is in its worst downturn in forty years. There are two million fewer 
jobs in the industry today than there were in April 2006. The construction unemployment rate is 
currently 16.1 percent. 

Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee, there is real suffering within the construction 
workforce and the solution is staring us in the face. 

Needed infrastructure investment would create millions of jobs. And, investing now protects tax 
payers because every year of inaction costs 150 billion dollars due to further deterioration. 

It will take a lot of brains to figure this out and make it happen but it is also a no brainer that we 
must get it started now. 

The decisions and actions of this committee can be life altering and as historic as the decision to 
build our interstate highway system. 

Your challenge is great and your hurdles high and building the will to move forward won’t be 
easy, but you can leave behind real assets that will benefit tax payers and our entire nation for 
generations to come. 

#
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AMERICA FAVORS 
KEYSTONE XL

KEYSTONE XL:
JOB CREATOR

CONSTRUCTION JOBS 
HELP THE ECONOMY

UNPRECEDENTED
SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

KXL will create 

42,100 JOBS
over a two-year
period

The construction industry 
typically accounts for

5% of the 
annual 
GDP of the U.S.

57 additional 
safety 
measures 
will be used in 
building KXL

66% of 
Americans
favor building KXL

CONSTRUCTION OF THE
KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE
will unlock thousands of jobs and strengthen

state and local economies along the pipeline path

Sources: Pew Research Center, U.S. Department of State, oilsandsfactcheck.org
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Statement of Terry O’Sullivan 
General President of LIUNA 

On Obama Administration’s Halt to Deportation of Some Child Immigrants 

Washington, D.C. (June 15, 2012) – Terry O’Sullivan, General President of LIUNA – the Laborers’ 
International Union of North America – made the following statement today on the Obama 
Administration’s Executive Order affecting some undocumented immigrants who were brought to the 
U.S. as children: 

LIUNA, a union built by immigrant families who have helped build America, applauds the 
Obama Administration Executive Order which will allow some undocumented immigrants 
brought to the U.S. as children to remain in the country. 

It is a matter of fairness and the principles for which our nation stands. Children who did not 
choose to enter or remain in the U.S. illegally, who have earned a high school education or 
served in our military, who are contributing to our nation and have no criminal history deserve 
the opportunity to continue their lives here. They should not be forced to live in fear of 
deportation.

LIUNA has long supported the DREAM Act and this policy change moves our country closer to 
the Act’s goals. We call on Congress to overcome its partisan blockage of both the full Dream 
Act and the long-term solution to immigration issues, which is adoption of comprehensive 
immigration reform. 

###

The half-million members of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – are on the 
forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build America.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact Communications: (202) 942-2262 or communications@liuna.org

On Heels of Employment Report, LIUNA Members Join 
President Obama at Signing for Jobs-Creating Highway Bill 

‘Bill Gets Us to the 10- or 20-Yard Line; Time for National 
Conversation on How to Get in the End Zone’ 

Washington, D.C. (July 6, 2012) – On the heels of a Bureau of Labor Statistics employment report 
showing the addition of 111,000 construction jobs in June, LIUNA members today are scheduled to 
proudly join President Obama during the signing ceremony for a new, jobs-creating Highway Bill. 

“While the economy overall continues to struggle as today’s jobs report shows, investment in the basics 
of our country – including through the Highway Bill – offers both the hope for robust recovery and for 
investment that will increase our nation’s competiveness and leave behind real assets for taxpayers and 
future generations,” LIUNA General President Terry O’Sullivan said. 

The nation’s construction industry added 111,000 badly-needed jobs last month, with the percent of 
construction workers trying to find work falling to 12.8 percent, according to the latest report from BLS. 
During the recession, about 2 million construction jobs were lost. 

“The Highway Bill is progress and a lifeline for construction workers, but it only gets us to the 10 or 20 
yard line,” O’Sullivan said. “It’s time for a national conversation on how to get in the end-zone – to 
build an America that once again has transportation systems that are the envy of the world.”  

The $105 billion, 27-month Highway Bill will provide investment for roads, bridges and transit systems. 
O’Sullivan said, “It will be a fire-wall against further decay of our transportation infrastructure – as well 
as create or support at least 2 million jobs. But the problem is bigger. We need a long-term vision to plan 
for a generation, not just for a few years. For example, according to the American Society of Civil 
Engineers, the average bridge is 43 years old, dangerously close to the average lifespan of 50 years.” 

LIUNA members were on the forefront of the multi-year effort to pass the Highway Bill and will remain 
engaged in raising awareness about the need for a longer-term solution to the nation’s critical 
infrastructure needs.  

                                                                     ## 

The half-million members of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – are on the 
forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build America.
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LIUNA Praises Congress for Creating Jobs Fixing America’s Decaying
Transportation Systems and Increasing Certainty in Construction Industry 

Highway Bill Passage

Passage Caps Multi-Year Fight by LIUNA Members for Investment in Roads, Bridges 
and Transit; Opens Door for Bigger Discussion of Critical Infrastructure Challenges 

Washington, D.C. (June 29, 2012) – LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – 
praised Congress for passing a multi-year Highway Bill which will support millions of jobs fixing 
deteriorating roads, bridges and transit systems, and help restore certainty to the struggling construction 
industry. 

“For men and women in the construction industry, who have been battling Depression-era levels of 
unemployment, passage of this bill will be a lifeline,” LIUNA General President Terry O’Sullivan said.
“By insuring multi-year investment, it will help restore the certainty needed to launch long-term 
projects. And for the nation, this is a step toward fixing our roads, bridges and transit systems that were 
once the envy of the world.” 

Passage of the bill comes after LIUNA members mounted a multi-year effort to overcome partisan 
bickering in Congress that had blocked what is traditionally bi-partisan legislation. LIUNA members 
have placed or written thousands of phone calls or letters, rallied around Build America events in more 
than a dozen cities and spoken out to fellow members and news media about the need for transportation 
investment.   

This spring, LIUNA was on the forefront of the effort, calling on House Speaker John Boehner to get a 
Highway Bill passed. The union launched intensive radio ads and direct mail in the Speaker’s home 
state of Ohio. In addition, the “Emergency Bridge Repair Team” truck traveled through Boehner’s home 
state of Ohio, and onward to the U.S. Capitol. The truck carried a giant roll of duct tape to symbolize the 
approach of elected officials to the serious problem of deteriorating transportation infrastructure.  

O’Sullivan congratulated LIUNA members on the victory, saying, “every LIUNA member who wrote a 
letter, made a call, attended an event or talked to a fellow member about the need for a real Highway 
Bill should be proud.” In addition, O’Sullivan commended Senator Barbara Boxer of California for 
spearheading the drive to passage.

He noted that while passage of the bill – the single largest piece of job-creating legislation in the country 
– is an historic milestone, much work remains to be done. America’s bridges, for example, are on 
average 43 years old – dangerously close to the 50-year average bridge lifespan. One in four bridges is 
deficient or obsolete and a fourth of roadways are in poor condition. 

Meanwhile, unemployment in the construction industry is 14.2 percent, with more than 1 million 
jobless.  
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“Passage of this bill is a step toward putting men and women who desperately need work back on the 
job doing work that desperately needs to be done,” O’Sullivan said. “This is great progress. It opens the 
door to the bigger conversation of how our country can face the challenges of investing adequately in 
critical infrastructure needs for the future. LIUNA will continue to be on the frontlines of raising public 
awareness and fighting for the investment that America deserves.” 

#

The half-million members of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – are on the 
forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build America.
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Contact Communications: (202) 942-2262 or communications@liuna.org

LIUNA Calls on House Republicans to Stop Playing Politics With Nation’s 
Transportation Systems, Jobs and Motorists Lives 

Republican “Duct Tape” Approach With Highway Bill Extension Will Force 
American’s to Play Russian Roulette with Every Deficient Bridge Crossed 

Washington, D.C. (March 28, 2012) – LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North 
America – today stepped up its pressure on House Republicans to stop playing politics with the 
Highway Bill and adopt a bipartisan Senate bill that will preserve investment in bridges and 
highways, support jobs and protect motorists. 

The union has been at the forefront of the effort to pass the Senate’s two-year bi-partisan effort 
with intensive radio ads in Ohio and Kentucky, direct mail and the use of its “Emergency Bridge 
Repair Team” truck. The 15-foot flatbed truck – carrying a giant roll of duct tape to symbolize 
the House Republican approach to caring for America’s bridges – began traveling to bridges in 
metro Washington, D.C. 

“One in four bridges in the U.S. is structurally deficient or obsolete. The average bridge is 45 
years old, dangerously close to the average bridge lifespan of 50 years,” said LIUNA General 
President Terry O’Sullivan. “Yet Republicans in the House, led by Speaker John Boehner, are 
mired in political gamesmanship and blocking adoption of a bipartisan Senate solution. What 
they offer at best is a Highway Bill extension that is nothing more than duct tape for a bridge 
crisis that is threatening safety, jobs and our economy.” 

The current Highway Bill expires March 31. The bill is the single-largest jobs-creating 
legislation in the nation and is mainly how highways, bridges and transit systems are built and 
maintained.  

In early March, LIUNA began airing “London Bridge,” a radio ad in Kentucky and Ohio. In the 
ad, children sing “America’s bridges falling down” and call on House Speaker John Boehner to 
lead the effort to pass the bi-partisan Senate bill in the House. The union has also introduced 
“Russian Roulette,” a hard-hitting ad in Rep. Boehner’s district and other Ohio cities. The ad 
asks, “How many people do you imagine will have to die before we repair our crumbling 
infrastructure?” 

In addition, LIUNA sent Ohio voters 90,000 pieces of direct mail, entitled “How to Survive A 
Collapsed Bridge: Inspired by Speaker of the House John Boehner.” The tongue-in-cheek piece 
provides both details on bridge deficiencies and guidance from the U.S. Army Survival Guide. 
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While the I-35 bridge collapse in Minneapolis was a high-profile fatal tragedy, research shows 
that poor road conditions contribute to 53% of traffic fatalities – and surpasses speeding and 
drunk-driving as single largest variable in increasing the severity of crash injuries.

The Emergency Bridge Repair Truck Team will stop at several high-profile bridges, including 
the Key Bridge, the 14th Street Bridge over Maine Avenue and the Anacostia Freeway Bridge 
over Firth Sterling Avenue – all deficient bridges within the shadow of the U.S. Capitol. 
LIUNA members will actually duct tape the bridge with tape carrying a sticker that says, “John 
Boehner: Fix This Bridge!” 

O’Sullivan noted that several House Republicans have indicated support for the bi-partisan 
Senate Highway Bill and that it could likely pass the House with Democratic and Republican 
votes. He urged the Speaker to free himself from fringe tea party elements blocking passage of 
the Senate bill and to abandon the effort to write a partisan bill.  

“That partisan effort has failed to gather enough support for more than a month and underscores 
the failure of the Republicans and their leadership,” O’Sullivan said. “It’s time to put one and 
one together – men and women who desperately need work and bridge repair that desperately 
needs to be done. Politicians preach about building bridges – how about just fixing some? If the 
House doesn’t pass the bi-partisan Senate bill, we’re going to need more than an entire fleet of 
duct tape trucks.” 

You can follow the Emergency Bridge Repair Team truck on twitter @LIUNA and learn more 
about LIUNA’s effort at www.HighwayBill.org.

###

The half-million members of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – are 
on the forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build 
America.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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LIUNA Praises Senate for Passing Bipartisan Highway 
Bill, Puts Pressure on House Republicans to Follow Suit 

New Hard-Hitting Media Campaign with Provocative Radio Ads, 
Direct Mail and “Emergency Bridge Repair Team” Truck

 Urges Rep. Boehner to Take Immediate Action on Highway Bill 
Washington, D.C. (March 14, 2012) – Terry O’Sullivan, General President of LIUNA – the 
Laborers’ International Union of North America – made the following statement on the U.S. 
Senate’s passage of a two-year, $109 billion Highway Bill: 

LIUNA applauds the Senate for coming together today to pass a Highway Bill that fully 
invests in America’s transportation systems and protects good jobs.  After nearly three 
years of temporary extensions, this legislation is desperately needed to keep our economy 
moving in the right direction. 

And while the Senate’s actions are encouraging, we’re not out of the woods yet. The 
House must now follow suit and pass a jobs-protecting Highway Bill too.  So far, all 
we’ve seen from House Republicans is partisan politics – even as one-in-four bridges in 
America have been deemed structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.

That’s why, this past week LIUNA dramatically dialed up the pressure on House Speaker 
John Boehner, launching a multi-media campaign in his home state of Ohio. The effort 
includes a powerful radio ad – “Russian Roulette” – which warns motorists that until 
Congress passes a Highway Bill, they’re being forced to play Russian roulette every time 
they cross an unsafe bridge.

The effort also includes a mailer to 100,000 voters entitled “How to Survive a Collapsing 
Bridge” and a media tour that kicks off next week when an “Emergency Bridge Repair 
Team” truck will traverse the state to provide information about the stalled Highway Bill 
to motorists. 

With this campaign, we’re sending a message to Speaker Boehner and the House of 
Representatives that it’s time to end the political games. We need to pass a strong, 
bipartisan Highway Bill not just to protect our economy and our bridges – but also our 
lives. The Senate can do it, and so can the House of Representatives. 

To learn more, hear the radio ads and view the campaign materials, please visit 
www.highwaybill.org

###



The half-million members of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – are 
on the forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build 
America.



LIUNA Launches Hard-Hitting Media Effort to Step Up 
Pressure on Republican Leadership to Pass a Real Highway Bill 

 
Radio, Direct Mail, Creative Tactics in Kentucky and Ohio Urge McConnell, Boehner 

to Halt Political Stunts and Protect Americans from Deteriorating Bridges 





Biography
Terry O’Sullivan, General President 

Terry O'Sullivan has been General President of LIUNA – the Laborers' International Union of North 
America – since January 1, 2000. He is known as an innovator among the newest generation of labor 
leaders dedicated to aggressive and sometimes radical approaches designed to increase the power of 
working people in the 21st Century.

O'Sullivan has guided the more than 500,000 collective bargaining members of LIUNA to the forefront 
of the labor movement, reshaping the Union into one of the fastest-growing, most aggressive and 
progressive unions in North America.  

LIUNA members literally and figuratively build America with their work in construction, hazardous 
waste remediation, state and municipal government, the Postal Service, health care, maintenance and 
food service.

Since taking office, O'Sullivan has restructured and refined the union's goals, programs, and services. 
Under his leadership, the Union has adopted "organize or die" as its day-to-day motto, while at the same 
time increasing its commitment to member activism, capital strategies, grassroots politics, labor-
management cooperation, apprenticeship, training and education. 

At LIUNA’s 2011 Convention, O’Sullivan led the charge for an unprecedented commitment to growing 
the union’s political strength with passage of a resolution that will significantly increase the union’s 
investment in politics, and position LIUNA’s PAC to rank in the top ten in the country. 

At LIUNA’s 2006 Convention, O’Sullivan also led delegates to a historic commitment for helping more 
workers join the union with the passage of resolutions that will raise more than $100 million a year for 
organizing – more than any construction union and more than virtually any union in North America.  
O'Sullivan is widely known as a fiery speaker who motivates and inspires his audience to action at 
rallies, conventions, meetings and other events. 

O’Sullivan has been an outspoken advocate for sound transportation policy on Capitol Hill, in TV and 
radio appearances, and as a contributor to publications, such as the National Journal’s Transportation 
Experts Blog and the Huffington Post. 

O’Sullivan is a long-time, vocal supporter and activist for Sinn Fein to secure peace, justice and a united 
Ireland. He is Executive Vice President of D.C. Friends of Ireland and President of New York Friends of 
Ireland.

He is the former Chairman and CEO of ULLICO Inc., and currently serves as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the insurance and financial services provider. He is also a member of the Governing Board 
of Presidents of the Building and Construction Trades Department of the AFL-CIO and a member of the 
Executive Council of the AFL-CIO. He also serves on the Board of Directors for Working America, and 
is a member of the Management Committee of Americans for Transportation Mobility. 
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In addition, O'Sullivan is a Board Member ex officio of La Fuente, he is the Chair Emeritus of the 
Bridge Builders and he sits on the Board of Directors for the Apollo Alliance and for the NCCMP 
(National Coordinating Committee for Multiemployer Plans). 

Before becoming LIUNA General President, O'Sullivan served the Union as a Vice President, Mid-
Atlantic Regional Manager, and Assistant to the General President. He has also served as Administrator 
of the West Virginia Laborers' Training Center. 

A proud native of San Francisco, he joined LIUNA in 1974 and is a member of Local Union 1353, 
Charleston, West Virginia. 
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Comprehensive Immigration Reform Should Protect All Workers
LIUNA was founded more than a century ago by immigrants struggling for citizenship and to improve their 
lives. These proud men and women helped build our nation, just as many immigrants do today. But our 
current immigration policy is failing both citizens and immigrants. 

LIUNA supports comprehensive immigration reform that includes an earned path to citizenship for 
the 11 million undocumented workers in the U.S. Allowing these workers to step out of the shadows 
will block downward wage pressure that comes with an exploited underclass.   

Workers who pay taxes and contribute to their communities and whose only crime is lacking 
documents deserve a chance to earn U.S. citizenship. 

An earned path to citizenship should be realistic and achievable by those who have the ambition to 
become U.S. citizens. A lengthy waiting period, onerous penalties and a cumbersome bureaucracy 
should be avoided or reform will fail. 

Reform should include strong and humane enforcement of our borders. 

A common sense approach should focus first on stopping criminals at the border. While border 
security is crucial, it is not the only step. Nearly half of unauthorized immigrants arrive lawfully, 
but overstay their visas. Reform should include an employer system to verify an immigrant’s work 
authorization, but the current system should be overhauled to ensure accuracy, to penalize 
employers who misuse the system, and to provide workers due process. 

The unity of immigrant families should be a key factor in the enactment of an earned path to 
citizenship for undocumented workers. 

Labor standards must be enforced to protect workers’ rights so that immigration does not depress 
wages or working conditions. 

Our current immigration system allows unscrupulous employers to engage in wholesale worker 
exploitation, using fear of deportation to cheat workers out of wages or cut corners on safety.

LIUNA is opposed to guest worker programs in the construction industry. With 16.1 percent 
unemployment in the sector, we should not create another easily exploited underclass of workers. 

The U.S. has yet to prove it can implement a fair guest worker program. From the Bracero program 
to current temporary work visas, guest worker programs create a class of workers who are used to 
drive wage standards down for all workers. 

An independent commission should be established to assess and manage the future flow of 
immigrants, based on actual, proven labor market shortages. 

LIUNA supports President Obama’s bipartisan proposal for comprehensive immigration reform. 

Some Republicans are pushing a “piecemeal approach” to expand guest worker programs without a 
clear path to citizenship, creating a larger pool of workers vulnerable to exploitation. 

The half-million members of LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – are on the 
forefront of the construction industry, a powerhouse of workers who are proud to build America.



Right-to-Work Really Means No Union Work 
An Attempt to Cut Your Pay and Destroy Your Pension 

So-called “right-to-work” laws are nothing less than an attempt to weaken your union and take away 
the wages and benefits you’ve won through years of hard work. We must fight to stop them. 

“Right-to-work” laws cut wages, put pensions in jeopardy and destroy good benefits.  

“Right-to-work” is bad for your employer, too – it gives the upper hand to “low road” companies 
that offer poor pay and benefits. They can also devastate your local economy. 

“Right-to-work” laws take from the pockets of all working people -- especially women and 
minorities. 



Hill Publications Ad 
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Our Cause: Restore America’s Competitiveness, Create 
Jobs and Ensure a Positive Legacy for Future Generations 
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Highways  
The U.S. highway system marveled the world when it was built as a response to the nation’s 
security needs. Today it has fallen into disrepair and is stretched beyond capacity to the point 
where it is no longer functional in many regions. Without the same visionary leadership and 
national will that created our highway system, this fundamental piece of surface transportation 
will cripple America's ability to compete in the global economy. 

The U.S. economy is dependent on surface transportation – $1 of every $10 of the gross 
domestic product is tied to moving goods and people. Yet, according to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 170,000 miles of our roads are in poor condition.

Traffic congestion costs commuters and businesses $170 billion a year due to 4 billion 
hours in delays, the DOT’s chief economist has determined. The cost is growing at twice 
the rate of the economy, placing a significant drag on competitiveness. 

Motorists pay on average $710 every year for gas they waste due to traffic congestion, 
which also increases our reliance on foreign oil.

Deteriorating roads are a threat to public safety and to our quality of life.

According to the American Society of Civil Engineers, roadway conditions are a 
significant factor in about one-third of traffic fatalities.  

Rush hour has doubled in urban areas from three to six hours. In 1982, Los Angeles was 
the only urban area in the U.S. where commuters lost 40 or more hours a year to traffic 
delays. Now, 28 urban areas face those conditions. 

Bringing our highways up to par would create more than 1 million jobs a year and leave 
behind real assets for future generations.  

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials believes a new 
Surface Transportation Bill must invest $565 billion in surface transportation between 
now and 2015, including $375 billion for highways.

The recently passed $105 billion, 27-month Highway Bill will provide investment for 
roads, bridges and transit systems but a long-term vision is needed to build and maintain 
safe and efficient transportation systems that will promote our economic competitiveness 
in the future. 
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Bridges

Every day, millions of Americans drive on bridges which Federal Highway Administration 
inspectors have deemed structurally deficient or functionally obsolete. At best, these bridges are 
inefficient. At worst they are deadly, as the I-35 Bridge collapse in Minneapolis showed. 

Our transportation system is held together by thousands of bridges, many of which are not 
up to the task – nearly 25 percent of bridges are structurally deficient or functionally 
obsolete.

Generally, a structurally deficient bridge is deteriorating and can be unsafe. A structurally 
obsolete bridge is generally outdated, such as being too low to waterway to allow water 
shipping traffic or unable to meet traffic capacity. Both are serious problems which affect 
our nation’s competitiveness. 

Some of our country’s most densely populated areas are rife with deficient and obsolete 
bridges, including Washington, D.C. (65 percent), Massachusetts (50 percent), Rhode 
Island (52 percent) and New York (37 percent). These bridges are continually jammed 
with traffic, increasing the risk of auto accidents. 

Time is running out on many bridges, which were typically built to last 50 years. The 
average U.S. bridge is 43 years old, according to the American Society of Civil 
Engineers.

The problems facing America’s bridges are going unaddressed. Action and resources are 
needed now to prevent the cost and danger from escalating. 

The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials estimates that 
repairing deficient and obsolete bridges in the U.S. would require about $140 billion – far 
more than the estimated $10.5 billion a year currently invested in bridge improvements. 

Freight, predominantly transported by trucks, is steadily increasing and tonnage is 
forecast to double by 2035. Freight stresses bridges more than commuter traffic. As 
bridges become deficient, weight restrictions choke our nation’s ability to move freight. 

Upgrading and repairing bridges can provide an immediate and long-term boost to the 
American economy. 

Based on figures from the U.S. Department of Transportation, an annual $17 billion 
investment to make our bridges safer could spur the creation of 476,000 jobs. 
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Water Resources 

Across the U.S. aging pipes result in sewage overflows and loss of drinking water, while our 
dams deteriorate and many threaten life and property. A first priority must be passing the Water 
Quality Investment Act and the Water Resources Development Act.  

By failing to address the crisis facing our nation’s dams, we are risking human and 
financial catastrophe in many communities. 

There are 1,918 high-hazard dams nationwide were in need of repair because they pose a 
significant risk to nearby life and property. The problem is getting worse – since 2001, 
the number of high-hazard dams in need of repair has soared 479 percent. Yet our 
nation’s investment in dams is nearly $7.5 billion short of what’s needed to ensure they 
remain safe and productive over the next five years. 

Clean drinking water is an essential resource, yet every day much of it is at risk due to 
failing systems or aging, inefficient treatment facilities that cannot handle increased 
demand.

Leaking pipes result in 7 billion gallons of wasted clean drinking water every day. 

In the past 50 years, water usage has increased by 207 percent while investment has 
fallen short of increased demand. Previous efforts at correcting this through the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Loan Fund and the State Clean Water Revolving Loan Funds have 
stalled in the U.S. Senate – and investment for them has not been reauthorized since 1994 
Without reauthorization the investment shortfall could reach $300 billion in 20 years. 

The problems facing America’s drinking water supply are especially acute in smaller 
communities, which lack the funding, technology and expertise required to meet demand 
and comply with existing and future safeguards. 

Clean water is increasingly at risk of becoming polluted, and potentially hazardous, due to 
inadequate wastewater treatment. 

An EPA estimate from 2004 found that 850 billion gallons of combined sewer overflows 
were discharged each year – and facilities have only continued to age and deteriorate 
since. 

Sanitary sewer overflows cause the release of as much as 10 billion gallons of raw 
sewage yearly. 
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School Facilities 
For years, a strong public education system ensured a level playing field for America’s children 
and put them ahead of the rest of the world upon graduation day. Today, too many children are 
forced to learn in cramped, sometimes unsafe environments that distract them from learning – 
and put the next generation of adults at a disadvantage in the global economy. 

America needs to educate itself about the state of school facilities – a lack of information 
overshadows the possible seriousness of their physical condition.  

The last comprehensive report on the state of America’s public school facilities is 10 
years old, meaning it doesn’t account for programs like No Child Left Behind or the cuts 
many states have made in education investment since the economic downturn. 

Even then, the numbers were disheartening: the report found that our school facilities had 
fallen $127 billion short of what was needed to bring them into good operating condition. 

The information that we do have on school facilities confirms what anecdotal data has long 
suggested – cramped classrooms and inadequate buildings have become all too common. 

A 2005 survey of school principals by the National Center for Education Statistics found 
that 44 percent of principals said environmental factors interfered with instruction. 

The same survey found that 30 percent of students attend schools that are overcrowded 
and 37 percent attend schools that use temporary facilities like trailers due to a lack of 
permanent classroom space. 

Lack of space may be one of the most pressing problems facing schools today – the lasting 
approach to solving this issue is the construction of more permanent classrooms or schools. 

In 20 percent of schools, teachers are forced to use common areas of buildings for 
instruction due to a lack of classroom space – even though such areas are not designed or 
equipped for teaching children. 

A 2005 report from the American Federation of Teachers found that students and 
teachers in public schools regularly encounter sanitary and structural issues that include 
mice droppings, fallen ceilings tiles, crumbling exterior walls, asbestos and severely 
over-crowded classrooms and hallways. 

These problems are more than just an inconvenience – they have a negative impact. 

Students who attend schools in poor condition score 5-17 percentage points lower on 
achievement tests than those in standard buildings. 









Construction unions bristle at worker visas in 
talks with Chamber 
By Kevin Bogardus - 03/20/13 05:00 AM ET

The strained immigration talks between the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the AFL-CIO are 
being tested further by a demand from unions that represent construction workers. 

The influential business lobby and labor federation have been negotiating for weeks in hopes of 
reaching an agreement on how best to overhaul the nation’s immigration system. Consensus 
between the two sides could inject momentum into the legislative efforts that are under way 
Congress. 

But the talks hit a rough patch last week when the Chamber and the AFL-CIO sniped publicly 
over how many visas should be available in a program for temporary workers.  

Unions for construction workers are griping about the number of visas asked for by the Chamber 
and are demanding that their industry be exempt from the temporary worker program altogether.  

“In the construction industry, there is no need for temporary workers. Period,” said David 
Mallino, legislative director for the Laborers’ International Union of North America (LIUNA).  

The groups point to the jobless rate among construction workers to argue there’s no need for 
seasonal help. Sean McGarvey, president of the Building and Construction Trades Department, 
AFL-CIO (BCTD), noted that the unemployment rate for construction was 15.7 percent for 
February — more than twice the national average.

“They are not using the visas available today, so why do they need more for the construction 
industry?” McGarvey said.

Exempting the construction industry from the new temporary worker program could endanger 
business support for a comprehensive immigration reform bill.  

If legislation includes a carve-out for construction, “I think it will be fair to say that we would 
oppose that bill,” said Geoff Burr, vice president of federal affairs for Associated Builders and 
Contractors Inc. 

A spokeswoman for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce declined to comment when asked about the 
request from construction unions.  



“This is a subject of negotiations that we are not going to discuss at this time,” said Blair Latoff 
Holmes, the Chamber spokeswoman. 

The temporary worker program has always been the biggest sticking point in the talks between 
business and labor. Disagreements over the issue helped derail the last major push for 
immigration reform in 2007.  

Business groups say expanded access to foreign labor is critical for filling open positions 
employers can’t find American workers for. Unions, however, believe temporary visas lead to 
low wages and poor workplace conditions.  

“It’s hard to pass the smell test with it,” McGarvey said. “400,000 visas for any occupation that 
doesn’t require a bachelor’s degree is hard to explain.” 

Tensions over the worker program spilled over into public view on Friday.

Randy Johnson, the Chamber’s senior vice president for labor, immigration and employee 
benefits, told reporters that the business group had wanted 400,000 visas for a new temporary 
worker program, only to be rebuffed with an AFL-CIO offer in the low tens of thousands.

The AFL-CIO issued a curt reply and accused the Chamber of divulging private details from the 
talks in an attempt to gain more leverage. 

The back-and-forth was a change in tone from the previous month, when the organizations 
released a set of joint principles that they said should guide a new temporary worker program.  

The demand from construction unions is significant because they have a representative in the 
room for the talks: Sonia Ramirez, the director of government affairs for the Building and 
Construction Trades Department. 

“We are sitting at the table in those discussions,” McGarvey said. “We are going to be engaged 
until the final bill.” 

It’s unclear whether business and labor will be able to overcome their differences in the talks.  

Labor officials argue that construction firms can use seasonal worker visas under the H-2B 
program to find foreign labor.  

Sixty-six thousand visas are allowed each year under the program to fill temporary jobs that 
aren’t in agriculture. 

“Construction is by nature seasonal, and workers now come in under the H-2B visa program,” 
said Ana Avendano, the AFL-CIO’s director of immigration and community action. “That seems 
to us to be the appropriate channel.” 

But business has not been a fan of that program. 



“We expect the needs will far outweigh that number. Also, the H-2B program doesn’t work very 
well for the construction industry, which has highly fluctuating and unpredictable workforce 
needs,” Burr said. 

“When the construction industry comes back, we expect that we will experience a significant 
workforce shortage,” Burr said. “Our members are always going to want to hire an American 
first. But when you can’t find one, there needs to be another avenue.” 

It remains to be seen whether business and labor can unite behind one immigration reform bill 
this year.

Burr, as co-chairman of the Essential Worker Immigration Coalition, has been involved in the 
talks between the two groups. He sounded a sour note on their chances of success.

“There is a significant impasse. Democrats are not willing to support something unless the 
unions are OK with it and Republicans are not OK with what Democrats are asking for,” Burr 
said. “I am struggling to see something right now that both sides can feel comfortable with in the 
end.”

Johnson of the Chamber has put the chances of success at slightly better than 50-50.  

“It’s been difficult,” Johnson said last week. “I think we are at a juncture where certainly the 
next week and a half will tell the tale, but we are going to continue solider on and hope that we 
get there.”  







Giant roll of duct tape headed to Boehner’s 
offices

The construction union protest truck on its way to Rep. John Boehner's office. 

By Steve Bennish

Staff Writer  

A rolling protest this week will target Congress’ delay in passing a highway bill and includes 
stops by a flatbed truck carrying a giant roll of duct tape. 

The 15-foot flatbed truck carrying the prop is labeled “Emergency Bridge Repair Team.” The 
truck will be at House Speaker John Boehner’s West Chester office at 11 a.m. today. It will then 
travel north and be at his Troy office at 10 a.m. Thursday. 

The campaign is from the 500,000 member Laborers’ International Union of North America. The 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce embarked on a 14-city tour with a stop in Dayton last month that 
also urged passage. 

The Democrat-controlled Senate passed the bill March 14. The Republican-controlled House 
must approve it before it goes on to the president for possible signature into law. 

The union said that with the U.S. Senate’s passing of a bipartisan Highway Bill, it’s up to the 
House to follow suit. 

“Speaker Boehner has not ruled out ultimately taking up a bill that resembles the Senate-passed 
bill, but is greatly concerned that the Senate-passed bill includes absolutely nothing on bipartisan 
energy reform at a time when American families and small businesses are grappling with high 
gas prices,” Boehner spokeswoman Brittany Bramell said. 

“The Speaker would like to enact a bill that links infrastructure and energy reform — a goal 
millions of American workers strongly support,” Bramell continued. “And at the Speaker’s 
direction, the House is currently working on such an approach.” 



The truck will visit various bridges around Dayton needing repair, including the Keowee Street 
Bridge and the Helena Street Bridge.

Montgomery County Engineer Paul Gruner said Tuesday that seven bridges are programmed for 
$16 million in work, but another 39 bridges that don’t have funding will cost $32 million to 
upgrade.







The Daily Briefing

Group launches radio ads urging Boehner to act on highway bill 

By: Jessica Wehrman 

The Columbus Dispatch - March 15, 2012 13:03 PM 

A national labor union has released a radio ad and brochures aimed at blanketing House Speaker 
John Boehner’s district – an effort to push Boehner and House Republicans to pass a highway 
bill that would beef up investment in the nation’s roads and bridges.

LIUNA – the Laborers’ International Union of North America – last week released a radio ad 
that compares Congress’ failure to act on the federal highway bill to a game of “Russian 
Roulette.” The ad points out that one-fourth of the nation’s bridges are deficient or obsolete, and 
the average bridge is now 45 years old, dangerously close the average bridge lifespan of 50 
years.

The group bought ad time in Columbus, Cincinnati and Dayton media markets, and can be heard 
at www.highwaybill.org.

It’s part of a big push by the union to get the House to act on the bill. The Senate passed its 
version of the bill last week. The group also sent out 100,000 brochures entitled “How to Survive 
a Collapsing Bridge: Inspired by House Speaker John Boehner,” which contains information 
from the U.S. Army Survival Guide on bridge collapses.

And the campaign continues this week. On Monday, the organization will send a flatbed truck 
carrying a giant roll of duct tape through the state. The truck will be labeled the “Emergency 
Bridge Repair Team.”



This is the second round of ads aimed at pushing Congress to meet a March 31 deadline to pass a 
highway bill. The first round of ads targeted Boehner, R-West Chester, and Senate Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell and aired in Ohio and Kentucky.














